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The PREFACE. 
made the leafs ſtop to let us come up with them; 
but at AAlidnight they durſt venture to tack, and 


ſtand for the Coaſt of Barbary, to meet their auf 
abled Ships, which could not keep up with them. 


Now a Victor has uo occaſion to run ſo faſt, as to 
leave his diſabled Ships behind him, vecauſe be as 
Maris Arbiter, and none dare come near him; 
and it had been rather the part of a Judictous Ad- 
miral, not to have left any Ships behmd him that 
were in Danger: For if they could not Sail as faſt 
as he, he ought to have Sail d as ſlow as them, 
and doubtleſs Count Tholouſe would have done ſo, 
bad not danger puſh'd him forward; and, indeed, 
not hing plainer gi ves us the Viftory, than their . own 
Relation of it. Where they have juſ! Modeſty enough 


not to aſſume it to themſelves, and too much Ambi- 
tion to allow it us: But the following Accounts are 


an undeniable Inſtance whoſe the Victory was. 
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REVIEW 
Of the Late 
Engagement at S E A, 
Berween the | 


Confederate and French Feets 
In the STREIGITS. 


Sir Cloudeſly Shovell's Letter, dated from on Board the 
Barfleur, near the Cape, Auguſt 28. 1704. 


| HIS brings the News of my Health, and 

that we are on our way Homeward : That 

which ſends us home ſo ſoon is, a very 

ſharp Engagement we have had with the 

French; our Number of Ships that Fought in the 
Line of Battle were pretty equal, I think they were 

49, and ours 53, but Sir George Rooke reſery'd 2 or 3 

of the 50 Gun-ſhips, to obſerve if they attempted a- 

| ny 
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ny thing with their Gallies, of which they had 24. 


Their Ships did far exceed in bigneſs, I judge they 
had 17 Three Deck Ships, and we had but 7. The 


Battle began on Sunday the 13th. Inſtant, foon after 


10 in the Morning, and in the Center and Rear of 
the Fleet it continued till Night parred ; but in the 


Van of the Fleet, where I Commanded, and Lead 


by Sir John» Leake, we having the Weather-Gage, 
gave me an opportunity of coming as near as J pleas d, 
which was within Piſtol-ſhot, before J fir d a Gun, 
thro' which means, and God's aſſiſtance, the Enem 
declin'd us, and were upon the Run in leſs than 
hours, by which time we had bur little Wind, and 
their Gallies tow'd off their lame Ships, and others, 
as they pleas'd, for the Admiral of the White and 
Blue, with whom we fought, had 7. Gallies tended 
on him. As ſoon as the Enemy. got out of reach of 
our Guns, and the Battle continuing pretty hot a- 
ſtern, and ſome of our Ships in the Admiral's Squa- 
dron towed out of the Line, which I underſtood af- 
terwards was for want of Shot, I order'd all the Ships 
of my Divifion to ſlack all their Sails to cloſe the. 
Line in the Centre; this Working had that good cf- 
fect, that ſeveral of the Enemy's Ships a-ſtern which 
had kept their Line having their Top-ſails and Fore- 
fails ſer, ſhot up abreaſt. of us, as the Rear Admiral 
of the White and Blue, and ſome of his Diviſion ; and 
the Vice Admiral of the White, and ſame of his Di- 
viſion ; bur they were ſo warmly receiv'd before they 
got a Broad-ſide, that with their. Boats a-head, and 
their Sprit- ſails ſet, they Tow'ch from us, without gi- 
ving us the opportunity of firing at them. | 
The Ships that fuffer' d . moſt in my Diviſion were, 
che Lenox, Warſpright, Tilbury, and Swiftſure, the reſt 
eſcay'd pretty. well, and I the beſt of all, tho' I never 
taok greater pains in all my Life to have been ſound- 


ly; 


1 


(3 ) 
ly beaten; for I ſet all my Sails, and tow'd with 3 
Boats a Head to get a Long ſide with the Admiral 
of the White and Blue; but he out-ſailing me, ſhun'd 
Fighting, and lay a Long-ſide of the little Ships : 
Notwithſtanding the Engagement was very ſharp, 
and I think the like between two Fleets never has 
been in any time. There is hardly a Ship that muſt 
not Shift one Maſt, and ſome muſt ſhift all, a great 
many have ſuffer'd much, but none more than Sir 
George Rooke, and Capt. Jennings in the Mont. God 
fend us well Home, I believe we have not three ſpare 
Top- Maſts, nor three Fiſhes in the Fleet, and I judge 
there is ten Jury Top-Maſts now up. After the Fight 
we lay two days in ſight of the Enemy, preparing 
for a ſecond Engagement, but the Enemy declin'd and 
ſtood from us in the Night. I am of Opinion the 
Enemy wou'd have given way in the Center before 
Night, had not ſeveral of our Ships tow d out of the 
Line of Battle for want of Shot, and the Datch were 


in the Rear with little Ships (the Admiral carrying 


but 64 Guns) they fought very well, but had not 
weight enough to make the Enemy give way. We 
did not loſe one Ship, nor can I fay the Enemy loſt 
any : Of our Captains Sir Andrew Lake and Cow were 
kill'd, and Mings, Kirton, Jumper, and Baker were 


wounded, but are like to do well: Of rhe Lieute- 
nants, Capt. Fennings's Son, and Leſtock's youngeſt 


Son, and fome others, kill'd. Among the wounded 
are Edisbury, my zd and 5th Lieutenants, but like to 
do well. Mr. Cary tells me there is about 3000 Kill d 
and wounded, 300 of which are Dutch. Two days 
after the Engagement, the Dutch Admiral's Ship, by 
an unknown Accident, blew up, only 9 Men ſav'd. 
They loſt none in the Fight. Tis Reported in SYain, 
that the Enemy had 4 Ships and Gallies ſunk, 
Tours, &c. 
B 2 Gibral- 
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Gibraltar, Auguſt the 22d. 

Honeſt Nea, 4 
Very one here are endeavouring to ſend their 
Friends an Account of the late Fight we have 
had, in which | can pretend to give you nothing more 
Material than what you will receive by other Hands; 
only, if Jam defective in Particulars (as tis poſſi- 
bly I may be) becauſe, in the height of the En- 


gagement, 1 had a Splinter ſtruck in my Head, and 


was two hours before I could get the Chirurgeon to 
dreſs me) I ſhall make ſome amends by ſenaing you 
a Novelty, that is, a piece of Sca-Poetry ; | know 
you are a judge, but have too much modeſty to 
find fault, eſpecially with any thing that comes from 


me: I can only tell you, (and I fancy you will be- 


lieve me too ) that the Lines are none of my own, 


but generally ſaid to be writ by a young Gentleman 
Voluntier, on Board the Flag. There are ſeveral Co- 


pics go about in the Fleet, and every one here is 


proud to commend 'em; and, perhaps, they extend 
ro the ultimate Senſe of the beſt its here; but 
how you, of the Town, wil approve of 'em, I will 
not pretend to diſpute; yet, I will {6 ſay, that we 
have ſome Eugliſßh Mit here, as well as Courage, we 


have farisfy'd the French of one, and T wou'd fain ſa- 


tisſy you of the other, if 1 cou'd, which your Ap- 
probation v ill tufficiently confirm. I will not wholly 
omit an Account of our Battle ( bccaule it may be 
more acceptable from me, than what is publickly re- 
lated of it) which, without deſcending to Particulars, 
is thus: 

Having Intelligence that the French Fleet were 
near us, and being confirm'd in that Opinion by the 
Chaſing one of th it Scouts a- ſhoar, which was burnt, 
(ſhe appear'd to be a Ship of 60 Guns) it was 97 

| ſoly' 
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ſolv'd to Fight them, notwithſtanding the great De. 
tachment that had been made from our Fleet juſt be- 
fore; and the terrible Account given us of the Ene- 
my, by a Sprniſh Bark, who told us they were 70 
Sail, beſides 30 Gal ies and Fire-ſhips : But theſe 
were Rogues who pretended they were coming to ſell 
Proviſians to our Fleet, when the plain caſe was, they 
only miſtook us for the French, and was come but as 
Spies; however, the reſpect we are fain to ſhew 
the Spaniards, oblig'd us to take their words, 
much againſt my Inclination, who was on Board 
of her: 
On the 12th Inſtant about Noon, we diſcover'd 
the French Fleet, when every thing was put in order 
to Engage them. Tis impoſlible to expreſs the uni- 
verſal chearfulneſs our Men ſhew'd when they found 
they ſhould Fight, and on Board our Ship they was 
as merry and chearful in the midſt of the Engage- 
ment, as tho' they had been at one of choir Chathum 
Landladies, joking with one another, and making 
remarks upon the French Ship we were Enga, d 
with, which we had maul'd curſedly, and, in my 
Opinion, Count Thox/ouſe never carried the Ship far; 
Jam ſure, if they had got che advantage to have 
chas'd us, we ſhou'd have been forc'd to have ſunk 4 
or 5 of ours, that we could never have carried off; 
therefore the Conſequence makes it plain ( beſides 
their being generally more damag'd than we) that 
they loſt Jeveral Ships during the Chaſe. 
On the 13th we came up with the French in the 
Morning betimes, and about 10 were at it Pell- Mell, 
and ! believe never any thing was fo fierce and eager 
on both ſides, as it was for three hours, at which timo 
Sir Cloudflry Shovel, who had the Van, b:oke thro the 
Van of the French, who bore away, and wo' Id ne- 
yer and him afterwards. Count 7hou/ouſe had got 


\ 
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- moſt of their beſt Ships in the Centre, where the di- 
ſpute was ſharpeſt ; and He, and Sir George Rook, 
paſs d the uſual Compliments upon one another all 


day long; and tho he had two Hundred Gun 


Ships to his Seconds, had enough of the buſineſs, 


and made ſeveral Motions to be gone, in the end Sir 
George handled him ſo handſomly, that he was forc d 
to be tow'd off by two Gallies ; Admiral Dz/ks, with 


his Squadron, bore out of the Line, which at firſt 
gave us ſome Umbrage.of his being diſordered (which 
hapned only by his wanting Shot to maintain the 


Fight any longer) but by this time the Dutch had 


.broke the Rear of the French, which reſtor'd and 


clear'd all again. The Dutch, on their Parts, fought 
like Devils, and were continually pelting the French, 
they were, for the.moſt part, leſs Ships than thoſe 
they Eugag' d; yet they gave the Enemy their Belly- 
ful, and made them glad to Sheer away: I ſpoke 
with one of a Dutch Crew belonging to a Ship call'd, 
The Princeſs Emibla, and he ſaid a French Gally ſunk 
along their ſide, and that a French Ship ſunk her ſelf 
ro hinder her being taken, when they had hemm'd 


her in among them. l don't know-how you Chriſten 


this Battle at home, but we call it hear a Victory, in 
that we had the Honour to Chaſe them all the next 
day, and dare em to Engagement again, which we 
cou'd not, by any manner of Obligation, bring 'em to. 
Nay, they had the Weather-Gage and a freſh Gale to 
have poured down upen us; but no encouragement 
was ſufficient to draw them to Fight us again; 
which muſt be an Argument, (conſidering the advan- 


tage they had of being both bigger Ships, and better 


Mann'd, clean Ships, and had Gallics to Tow them 
off and on) that they were ſufficiently Bang'd the 
Day before, and durſt not truſt Fortune any more, 
tot fear of being totally ruin d; for if the French loſt 
5 7 


a C7 4 
no Ship in the Battle, and had the opportunity of 
being remann'd out of the Gallies, (as many of em 
were during the diſpute) and the advantage of ours 
being weakly Mann d, and inferiour in number to 
'em. Count 7 wo may go Home and tell the 
French King, that he had an opportunity to have 
deſtroy'd the Confederate Fleet, if it had not been 
- for fear of being beaten himſelf; as certainly if they 
had not been diſmally handled. the day before, or had 
beliey'&-they had got any advantage of us, they 
would have attempred, and in all likelihood might 
have perform'd ir too ; but the truth is, Ned, they 
were confoundedly bruſh'd, and durſt as well be 
Hang'd as truſt us any more. TwoShips there were 
certainly ſunk of 'em, and 2 Gallies in the Fight; 
and others, I hear, wou'd hardly hang together, eſpe- 
cially one Ship that we had Engag'd, which we could 
eaſily have carried off, had ſhe not been Succour'd © 
by two large Ships, that came pouring their Broad- 
ſides upon us and oblig'd us to keep our Station. I. 
believe, in the Van, Commanded by Sir Cloud/ley, 
where we fought, it was, for three hours, the ſharp- 
eſt and Bloodieſt Encounter that ever happen'd ; we 
loſt our: Mizen-Maſt and Fore-Yard, and had all our 
Rigging cur to pieces; but for the Ship that fought 
us firſt; ſhe had nothing but the Splinter of a Maſt... 
ſtanding, and had hardly a whole tick in her fide 3. 
but ſhe that undertook us next was one of the Big- 
eſt in the French Line of Battle, who paid us off, tho 
I think ſhe got little by us. I told you I had a Splin- 
ter in my Head, at which ſhot there was two or three 
wounded beſides my ſelf; it was ſomething trouble- 
ſome till I had been dreſt, and then I came upon Deck 
again Twas a Deviliſh Fatigueing day, and when 
we had done; I ſlept like a Pig; we had. 13 Men kill d, 
and 36 wounded-; Sir George Rooke has got abundance 
| | of: 
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of Reputation by their UVagegement, both by his 
prudent Conduct in ordering che bicet, and by his 
Honourable Acquitment to Count 7 o4/oufe, who he 
forc d ro be tow'd. out of che L. There's no Men 
cou'd behave himſelf, with more Gallantry, nor ſhew 
a greater carneſtneſs to Engage, than all out Captains 
ſay he did; and, indeed, I never ſaw a Fleet better 

ordered, nor Battle better fought in my Life. And 
now, Ned, having (1 ſuppoſe ) ſufficiently tir'd your 
patience, and my ſelf with Writing, I take leave to 


conclude (with my Service to all my Friends) Dear 


Ned, Tour ever oblig d and faithful Friend. 


— — 
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From on Board the Aſſurance, Riding in Gi- 
braltar, Auguſt the 25th. 1704. 


Moſt Loving Wife, 

1 ſerves to give you an Account, that on the 

the 13th of this Month we met with the Hench 
Fleet, and was Engag'd with. them the whole day 
till Night parted us, as you underſtand by the pub- 
lick News, to which I ſhall refer you. 1 have but 
ſhort Notice of this Exp:cls going away, ſo cannot 
relate you the Particulars, having ſcarce time to tell 
you, that tho' the Fight was long and hot, yer thro' 
Mercy am very well in Hcalch, and receiv'd no hurt 
at all, more than that a fhot went thro' my Brecches, 
and broke a Knife that was in my Pocket: I could 


with that all Men elſe came off no worſe, but 'twas 


the Almighty's pleaſure ſome ſhould be ſacrificed ; for 
we had 8 Men kill'd out-right, and 16 wounded, 
whereof 6 have loſt their Limbs, bur conſidering the 
ſharpneſs of our diſpute, our damage and loſs was 
not great ; for the Enemy fought with a great dcal 

of 


(. 
of Courage ahd. Reſolution, even from Ten in the 
Morning till dark Night: And the next Day in the 
Morning we diſcover d them to Wind ward of us, but 
they would not come down, and V gould not get to 
chem, ſo, for 2 days time, ve lay in ſight one of the 
other, till by: the ;Advanrages, of thick Weather they 
got away from us, which-hindred our ſecond Contro- 
verſe, which, to be ſure, would otherwiſe have prov'd 
very deſperate on both ſides, but we had the Honour 
of making them run away: I am inform'd that Jah 
At ten, on Boatdithe Warſpright, is wounded, but I 
have not had time to make him a viſit, This is all 
that at preſent | ſhall trouble you with, more than to 
let you know that the Wind is juſt now come fair, 
and | believe we ſhall, in few Hours, weigh Anchor 
and Sail for Lisbon, where we are to go in Company 
with 6 Sail more, and take the Merchant Ships and 
Convoy for the Downs; ſo, that if it pleaſe God to 
bleſs us, we may reaſonably hope to be in Euglaud 


within two Months from the date hereof ;. 1o, in the 


mean time, I leave you to the Protection of Almighty 


God, and conclude, as really I am, your Loving 
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1 ; 33 ou Baue the Royal Catherine, Gibraltar, 
the 21 ff. Augult. | 
eee 
have had a very. ſharp and, bleody Engage- 


ment, in which tho we had above Forty Men 


kill'd, and double the number 'wounded, it has plea- 
ſed God to preſerve me ſaſe, and I am now very 
well, and hope to ſee yoly quickly, we being com- 


ing home. I know my Unkle Eclerton loves News, 


you may tell him, we haye got the better of the 
French Fleet, and made them ſheer away; our Ship 
8 e 4 tought 
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ing Home, the Frexch Fleet being gone to Thoulon. 


1 
fought the French Admiral all day long, who was 
aſſiſted by 12 Gallies, but we made him Towe off 
ar laſt. Our Admiral and Captain encourag'd us 
all the time, and we fought bravely, tho it lay hard 
upon us, by reaſon ſome Ships were forc'd to leave 
the Line for want of Shot, and the French Admiral 
had two great Seconds. However the St. George and 
we did our parts, and made them bear away; 3 or 
4 of the Enemies Ships were on fire, and ſome of 
them were funk. The next day 'we wou'd have 
Fought them again, but they wou'd not, and we 
follow'd them 2 or 3 days, and then went to Gtbral- 
tar, from whence we ſhall fail quickly being com- 


My Service to all. - 
F reſt your Loving Husband. 
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From on Board the Monk, Gibraltar, Aug. the 22d 
Honour d Sir Ye: ry 
J Aving this Opportunity, I thought it my Du- 
ty to write to you. I am, thro the Mercies 

of God, very well. We have had a very ſharp En- 

gagement with the French Fleet; IL was in the thick- 

eſt of it all, but have receiv'd no hurt. Our Ship 
was Boardcd three times by a French Man, and eve- 
ry time we eleard the Deck of em, and made em 
"ſheer off at laſt; The Fight laſted from Morning till 
Night, during whieh time the two Admirals hotly 
Engag' d each other, till about Seven ar Night, and 
then the french Admiral tow'd eff; and it being 
too late to follow far, we lay by te Refit our Ship as 
well as we couw'd.- In the Morning the French Fleet 
D tate 


C11) 
Gale Welter 8 which it was expected they 
wou'd have borne down u pon u cee -We readily. 

ptepat d to receive;thema;buc J of: that they 
Tow'd away from us. x yore all we:cou'd: 
to Engage chem again, but without effect, tho' we 
follow'd em two days together. At length having 
loſt ſight of em we ſteer d for Gibraltar, where the 
Town receiv'd us with the Diſcharge! of their: Can- 
non, and we anſwerd 'em with ours; for thoy had 
heard we were half deſtroy'd, and were very joy- 
ful when they ſaw 'us appear. I believe we . ſhall 
come home, becanſe we are pretty much damag'd. 
If we do, I hope to get Leave to come to Town, 
and ſee you. * 2 4 
Tour Dutiful Son; ec: 
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: From Gibralcar, Auguſt the 0 P. . 
SI R, 


Fter * Taking this, Place, 6 which we _ 
already found the Advantage of, it being ve- 


5 rong and Convenient for our Fleet ) we failed 
with the whole Fleet up the Streights, in queſt of the 
French; and on the gth Inſtant we had Notice by 
one of our Scouts that they were not far off, we 
then advanc'd in a Line of Battle towards them. On 
the 12th we got ſight of them, and on the 17th, by 
break of Day, came up with them ; and had as ſharp 
an Engagement as ere was fought, which was to — ; 
Honour and Advantage of the Engliſh. The French 
had B Flag Ships, and about 8 more with three Decks; 
whereas we had but 6 three Decks in all, and tho 
they were larger Ships, and better Mann BY yet we 
gave them ſo handſom a Reception, that they thought 
tit to Tow away and leave us. Our Engliſh Sailors 
| B 2 behay'd 
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behav'd: themſelves with great vey; and fo did 
all our Officers eſpecialiy che Admirals Is; and have got 
great honour in the Engagement) tho the elch pres 
tend; as we are inſorm d by Deſervcrs, that they ſunk 
four of out Ships, which is falſe ; we loft. never a 
Ship,” which they did,-and.tho' we-chafed them wou'd 
Fight no more; and we haar tlu they were, much 
ſnatterd, and had; beſides, rwo” Miun'of War ſiitik; 
Eur ann and are ſailed back for Thoulon. Log 
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17 . Sir, ma anne Friend and. bumble Servant. 


1. 


Dre 


Hen on Board the eShremnbury, in Gibralter Road. 


My Dear, 

Pro 1 am unwilling to let you know I am woun- 
ded, being in hopes I ſhall recovcr again; yer 
I-could-not forbear writing to you by chis Oppoxtu- 

nity ; I was wounded by a Splinter in my Thigh at 

the beginning of the Engagement, and carried down 

to be dreſs'd; don't be ditheartned, for the Chyrur- 
geons give we great hopes, F ſhall ſoon be well again. 
The fight was the ſharpeſt that ever-was know n. and 
lay very hard upon our Ship; bur we got the Ho- 
nour of the Day, and made the French "row "away, 
from us. Some of our Ships wanted Powder and 
Ball before the Engagement was ended, or elſe we 
had done more: Our Captain fays he never law Sca- 

men behave themſelves better than, our Men did, 
and-encourag'd them all the time. 1 believe we ſhall 
dome home quickly, till when, ks | 
| God 34% „ jn. 2 
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Non on Board her Mujely's Ship:the Moun- 
tage, in Spanende the” 23.0 17041 
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| would not put you te the Coſt of Writing for 


the Account of the taking of this Town, till 1 


had ſomething more material for your Money. On 


Sunday was ſevennight, being the 13th Inſtant at ten 
of the Clock in the Forenoon, with the Wind at Eaſt, 
we Engag'd the French Fleet, the number of Ships 
were exactly equal on both ſides, only the French 
had 18 Three Deek Ship, to our ſevin, but, notwith- 
ſtanding this inequality, before five of the Clock 
in the Afternoon, we put 24 of their Line of Battle 
to the Run; the other half ſtood their Ground till 
datk Night parted us; that Night the Wind came all 
Weſterly, which occaſion d the French Fleet to be to 
Windward next morning; notwithſtanding this Ad- 
vantage they durſt not come down, and the Wind 
would not allow us to attaek them; we kept them 
in ſight for rwo days; and then they ſtole off in the 
Night, and, as we believe, they are gone to Thoulon 
to repair their Damage. This Battle, tho very hot, 
and of long continuance, has not coſt us more than 
the loſs of a Thouland Men kill'd; beſides the Woun- 


ded, and we have good reaſon to believe the French 
loſt three times our Number. Let this Account ſerve 


till our Meeting. which, IJ hope, will be ſoon. 
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From on Board the Tilbury, Aug. 24. Gibralter, 
Am to acquaint you, beſides my own being well, 
that our Ships has been well paid. Vou remember 


Lovin Friend. 


the Fight at Beach- Head, but that was nothing to thar | 


which 


\ 


renner we een” | 4 14 ) 
which we have lately had with the French off of Ma- 
laga. We have ſome on Board who have been in all 
che Engagements ſince Bantre- Bay, who ſay, that 
none of em were ſo ſharp; the Van, where we were 
in was hotteſt for the time, but we got a little reſpite, 
for in three houts we made ſome of the French Line 
keep their diſtance. Sir Cloudeſiy Shovel Commanded 
us, and then you may judge, by his Example, whe- 
ther we had not Fighting enough: It lay hard up- 
on our Ship, and the Swifrſure, but the French got 
little by us, and we had the Honour of the Day, in 
making them Tow off firſt (as Count Tholouſe did 
from Sir George Rooke, ) and that's as-much as I can 
ſay for't , for what Ships were loſt, or Men kill'd, 
we know not; only this we are fure, we loſt not one 
Ship in the whole Fleet, and are ſure at beſt they 
.cou'd not loſe leſs. If we had not return d to Gibral- 
ter the Spaniards wou'd have believ'd we had been 
all deſtroy'd, -or taken, for that was all the News 
there. I believe the Battle muſt be adyantageous to 
us, becauſe we have more Ships, and the French had 
all the Flower ot their Nation in this Engagement. 
vou will hear ſooner than we, what they ſay to it. 
So hoping to ſee you quickly, I conclude, with my 
humble Service to all. ett We 
| 4 Fe Tours, Sc. ; 


1 


0 — — 8 _ _ 
Mos 


From on Board the Tryton, at Portſmouth, 


Hen. Father, 3 KT 
E are returned with the joyful News of our 


Victory, and have diſpatch'd a Packet to the 

Queen of all the Tranſactions, the Account of which 

Jou will ſoon have; ſo that I need not ſay more than 
5 tell 


415) 


tell you, our Fleet fought bravely like true Engliſh- 


men, and got the day, at laſt, for which we gave God 
Thanks; we had 6 Men kill'd, and 26 wounded. 
Pray let me hear from you, for I dont know how 
long we ſhall ſtay here. My Love and Service to 
you all, | g 

Tour Dutiful Son, &cc. 
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From on Board her Majeſty's Ship the Tilbury. Aug. 28. 


Ever Loving Wife, 

His with my kind and continual Love, now and 

4 all Times, is to acquaint you of my Health, 
which 1 bleſs God for his Mercy to have preſerv'd me; 

for ſince we have been up the Srreights we ſaw 6 fail 

of French Men of War; but cou'd not come up with 

them; we left off the Chaſe, and came down the 


Streights, and lay off Eagos for a little while, and then 


went up the pa e again, and then ſaw the French 
Fleet, which we chafte for z days, but cou'd not come 


up with them, and thea we came and lay before Bar- 
celona, and Bombarded it, but cou'd not take it; af- 
ter which we came down the S?reights and took 
Gibralter, and then went up the Szrezghts again and 
met the French Fleet, and was in chaſe of them 2 
days, and on the 13th of Auguſt we came up with 


them about 10 a-Clock, and fought them till between | 
6 or 7 at night, and then they run away ; bur they 

had ſhot all our Maſts and Rigging, that we lay like 
a Wreck upon the Sea, but made all the haſt we cou'd 
to knot and. ſplice our Rigging, and Fiſh our Maſts 


in-hopes they- wou'd bave fought us again, for they 
were to Windward of us the next Morning, and we 


thought they wou'd have bore down upon us, but 


they 
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they were well paid we perceiv'd by that, for tley 
might have come to us, bur we cou d not go to themʒ 
for they had to all the worſt of their Sailors, every 

one a Galicy to row them off, or elfe wethad: taken 
ſome of them, and as it was they were glad toi get 


away, and leave us the Honour of the Day. We 
did not loſe one Ship, neither Engliſh nor Dutch in 


the Fight; tho we hear by all Hands the French loſt 
4 and 2 Gallies. I have Writ ſeveral Letters, but 
receiv'd no anſwer, pray anſwer this when we come 
to Spie ad, Which I hope will not be long firſt, we 
being on our W Home, till when 


God bleſs you. 
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From on Board the Barfleur, Auguſt 23. 
| 70 
F'Onour'd Pocher und Mother. After my Duty to 
- you both, my Writing at this time is, to let 


Jou | know we have had a Bloody Engagemetit 
with che French Fleet in ths: Streights, and {ſeveral 


old Men in our Ship, who have been in all the En- 
gagements ſay, that none was ever ſo ſharp; it con- 
tinued all day long very furious on both ſides, for the 
French fought very well, but run away at laſt, as 
they did from us by 2 a- Clock. I was in the Boat 
the greateſt part of the time to Tow our Ship up to 


_ «the French Admiral, who out · aibd us. We had about 


30 Men Kill'd: and Wounded. I can my no more of 
it, than that we had the Honour of rhe Da y, and chas d 
them. The 13th of Auguſti is not to be N Tray 

_ ot ras Man Pei is Kill'd. 


" ſour ee r Divi Sh, 


Can do 


From on Beard the Sw iltſure, Auguſt 22 d. 1704. 


„„ 2 OS , 

JF Writ to you upon our taking Gli alter, which is 

a vaſt ſtrong Place, ſince which we have had a 

moſt bloody Engagement with the French Fleet off 

Malaga, which laſted from Morning till Night, but 

not ſo long in the Van, where we were, for Sit C/oud- 

ſly, who Commanded it, broke the French Line by two 

a-Clock, one or two of which were fired by the 

Bombs ; no Ship ſuffer'd more than we have, being 

three great Ships on us at once, bigger than our ſelves, 

and had ſuffer d worſe, had not Sir Cloudſley Shovel 

came up to our Afliſtance; we had two Captains 

Kkill'd, and three or four wounded, The next day 

the French had the Weather-Gage, but did all they 

could to avoid Engaging us again, which makes us 

believe they had their Bellyful. The two Admirals 

Fought one another all day, but the Admiral that 

Commanded the French, Van, did not Engage Sit 

Cloudſley Shovel, I cou'd not tell what to think on'c 

when we had three Ships upon us, tho I ſtood like 

= a Horſe, and neyer was more weary in my Life: 1 
N had forgot to let you know the Number of Ships, 
we were 55 Sail, and they the like number, but much 
bigger and better Man d. If we ſtay at Lisbon, pray 
Write to me, but I hear juſt now we ſhall come home, ” 

for we had not a whole Maſt. nor Rope in our Ship 


after the Engagement. My Service to all my Kin- 
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Some further Remarks upon the Con- 
duff of our Admirals, particularly 
J IS: hea . 


: 


LL aſſure you, Gentlemen, my Fingers have itch'd 
1 a long time to ſay ſomething of this Nature, and 
having this Opportunity fallen into my hands, 1 was. 
proud of embracing it, in Anſwering ſome very ſcur- 
rilous Reflections thrown upon our Admirals, but 
moſt particularly on Sir George Rooke. And the fore- 
y | going Letters leading me to the firſt Diſpute, I ſhall. 
begin there, whether the Eugliſb had the Victory, or 
no? I believe that every Man that has a mind to 
believe ir, will find faith enough to confirm him in 
that Opinion : All theſe People could not Lye, or 
hit fo pat in matter of Circumſtance :, Nor do I thin 
it good manners for any Man to Contradict what 
Sir Cloudefly Shovell has writ; but a moſt tranſceh- 
dent piece of Impudence in ſome, chat have given 
Her Majeſty and Sir George Rooke the Lye, in ſaying, 
Ibe French Account is better than ours; theirs is right, 
and our's wrong. This is a-Gentleman that calls him- 
felf the Maſter, Mercy, and Mir Dallas the Oe. 
. ve, he plods gn in de fame Road z Builtets all oor 
Admire E, che Action, and, magnifies the, French Ac- 
count of it: The truth of Which is, hehad been {uF- 
fer'd too long to caſt his ſcurrilous Reflections on 
Sir Gevrge,* and now finding he had done ſomething 
tor the Glory of his Country, and not knowing how 
to behave nimſelf in the preſent Exigence, had no 
_ Way to come off but this Now, the misfortune was, 
the. Victory was got Þy Sir George Rooks, and fo 
47 muſt 


(195 


muſt not be allow'd of; but had it been under the 
Conduct of any other, rhe Ogſer vator wou'd liaye, en; 
larg d upon it, and told the great Advantages we had 
obtain d, and not above two to one, but he had told 
you too, tliat he had propheſied of it long before. 
However, this I ſay for him, tis the firſt Fault he 
has committed in this nature, for he has ever before 
magnified our own Accounts, and taken pains to refute 
thoſe of France, particularly in his OZſervator, Vol. 3. 
No. 36. where he quarrels with the Paris Gazette, and 
calls it a Legend; but now it is for his purpoſe, tru- 
ly he can bear with it: But moſt of all I wonder, 
that one who has been ſo keen all along againſt the 
Jacks, ſhou'd now jump on the ſame fide with 
nem. 2 „ | | 

_ His reaſon why it was not a ſharp Engagement 
was, becauſe it laſted ſo long, and the Victory was 
doubtful on either ſide : That's juſt a Contradiction, 
and very fooliſh, for that caus'd it to be ſo very 
ſharp, as, indeed, all Letters from on Board mention; 
but particular Sir Cloudeſley Shove/s, who ſays, a 
ſharper Engagement has not been known in any time; 
and ſure He's a judge, who has been in ſo many. La 
Hogue, nor Beachy, were not like it, for there one ſide 
Run betimes, and the other had nothing to do but 
Take and Deſtroy : And if at La Hogue the French 
had ſo many Ships burnt there, Sir George Rooke had 
his ſhare, who Admiral Ruſſel ſent into , and 
Anchor'd without himſelf, while Sir George did de- 
ſtroy 6 Sail of them. This he will find in the Life 
of King W:/zam. At firſt he wou'd believe no News 
but what ſhou'd publiſh'd by the Government, and when 
that came, he's for giving a Reaſon why he will not 
believe that neither; and finding the common News 
was more agreeable to his Inclination, he flies Back 
to that, and Quotes a Lye out of the * 
| - D2 ol 
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and now Me. Ogſervator has certainly loſt the Name: 


He has always Boaſted on ſo, of being a True Eng- 
liſh- Man, and aLovyer of his Conntry ; for certain! 
tis againſt the Nature of all ſuch, to Extol the Ad- 


vantages of our Enemies, and leſſen thoſe of his own 


Nation. And to conclude with him, Ile tell you 
what a judicious Member of Parliament, and High- 
Churchman, ſaid of Mr. 7 urchin, being ask'd why they 
ſuffer'd the OhHhervator to write on, anfwer'd, 7 hat tho 
it was in their Power to Quaſh him, yet they let him a- 
lone, for he had undertaken a Bad Cauſe, and writ ve- 
ry badly in it, and therefore 'twas for their Intereſt to 
let him go on. 

Mr. Mercury truely Banters very handſomely on it, 
and becauſe it ſhall be a thorough affront upon our 
Admirals, he miſinterprets the Gazette, and ſays it 
mentions, that not a Ship in the Fleet but wanted 
Ammunition before Night; whereas it only ſays, 
that every Ship (ſpeaking of Ciᷣbralter) that had been 
upon that ſervice, wanted Ammunirion before Night, 
which was only Admiral Dz/#'s Squadron, and we 
find, that tho' they had left the Line for that reaſon, fo 
many of the French Ships had been difabled before 
they did ir, as that the reſt of our Fleet were able to 
diſpute it with the Bench ſo well as to make them 
run at laſt; which Sir Cloadefly ſays had been ſooner, 
had thoſe Ships not wanted ſhot; but then he tells 
us too, that having routed their Van, he did in ſome 


meaſure reſtore the Line of Battle, and that we got 
the Day: Now if Mr. OZſervator and Mercury will 


wait upon Sir Cloudefly when he comes Home, and 
tell him that 'tis falſe, and he has abus'd us with a 
falſe Account ; they will juſt ſerve him, as they have 


done Sir George ltoote, and the Government. 


— 


Mr. 


( 21) 
t. Mercury is proud ofquoting the Paris Gazette, 
which ſays, the next day the Wind was at Eaſt, 
when Sir Cloudeſiy, and all other Letters ſay it was at 
Welt, but this is what the Obſervator calls a Political 
Untruth in the Obſervator before: Quoted; and where 
he beſides uſes theſe other expreſſions, that the French 
King tells his Slaves any thing, who are to know nothing of 
the truth of Foreign Occarrences; and this at any other 
time wou'd have been believ d by both theſe Gentle- 
men; but now as the Mercury ſays, their account is true. 

and ours falſe. Ay, but we have our Honeſt Brave 
Enzliſh Sailors Hands for it, which the French dare 
nor ſuffer. Here every one that pleas d ſent the truth 
to his Friends; Men did not write to deceive their. 
Wives, Fathers, Brothers, and other Relation, but to 
tell em the Truth, and all agree in Fact, that the 
French bore away, and that we had the Honour of 
the Day: And as one honeſt Fellow obſerves, tis 
much if we had not the advantage too, for, ſays He, 
We loſt never a Ship, and the Enemy cou d not loſe leſs. 
Another thing is remarkable in the French Account, 
that in the Rear our Ships fir d at em ſo long, that 
their ſnot wou'd hardly reach them, which argues 
they were running away. And let any one look into 
the Account of their Kill'd and Wounded, Fubliſhed 
by Eduard Jones in the Savoy on Saturday laſt, it be- 
ing the Paris Account, and they may ſoon determine 
who had the worſt, in whi h we find they had 2 Flag 
O ficers, and 8 or 9 Captains of Ships, 8 Licutenants, 
7 Enfigns, 2 Adjutants. 2 of Count /holoufe s Pages, 
and a Commiſſary, and the Baily of Horrain's Gentle— 
man; beſides 3 Brigacacrs and 15 other Officers of 
Marines, kill'd, and about 32 wounded, ſome dange- 
rouſly ; and of Sea Ort ers among the Wounded were 
the /reach Vice Admiral, aud Muul. d# Calſe, a 8 | 
| ; 
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Oſffieon, nud abel 60 wort, ſome yery dangerouſ)y : 

1 Nu let us but compate this with out account, 2, 
7 Captains, ant 4 Liestenants k iſled; 4 Captains and, 
3 11 Licutenants - wounded) and we, may eaſily gueſs} 

how it has fallen to the Men on both ſides, where 


it has undoubtedly (by a very good reaton, and the 
ſame why they have loſt ſuch a vaſt number of Offi- 
cers more than we) they have loſt treble the number 
of men, which reaſon is, that we ſired at their Hulls, 
and they at our Rigging. This great advantage is 
enough to make the Battle welcome to us; and on 
the French ſide they ſpeak very modeſtly of the mat- 
ter, and dont pretend to ſay in the leaſt they had any 
advantage, but reverſe the truth for Honour ſake, to 
ſay they did not bear away, which is notoriouſly 
Es prov'd by all the foregoing. Letters, which are the 
moſt certain and credible account that can be, and 
indeed the French Tay we kept them Company all 
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day, (being 2 days after the fight) when the Wind 
the was at Weſt, which. keeping Company had been in 
= plain Engliſh chaſing them. Again, they wilfully 


omit the Wind having been at Weſt the day before, 

and that they ſhunn'd us, as all our Accounts men- 

tion, and agrce too well to be falſe; and neither 

| then, nor at any other time pretend; they endeavour- 

= ed to Engage us; all which makes it evident they 

3 were heartily Beaten, which as a Lover of my Coun- 

4 try J heartily believe. And this I will further: ſay, it 

ſome of our brave Exgliſb Sailors will not endeavourto 

find theſe Perſons that have traducd their Admirals 

and themſelves, (which they may caſily do by En- 

quiy) Iwill fay he is very ill Belov'd among chem; 
and next it ought ro be recommended to the Par lia- 


$2 \ N 4 1 
4 maent, that tis a great diſcouragement to all Officers 
| and Sailors, to have their Courage and Conduct at 


Home, 
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Home, (while they are doing cheir Country Se 
Abroad) by ſuch Perſons who are now ſuffer d to do 


To Conclude, both their Account and ours makes 
it plain Sir 6. Rooke Was eager 10 Engage, and chat 
we fell on the F eh, and not they on us. 

Another Obſervation is, that the French ſays they 
were aſſur d- their Gallics funk one of our Ships in 
the Van; if ſo, they mult have loſt two; this tho 
apparently falſe, is a kind of inſinuation that they 
have loſt ſome, and wou'd have theſe counted to 
help their loſs; which tho' they 4. not tell us of, 
they have more modeſty than to fay they loſt none ; 


ticular had it been ſo. 


which they wou'd certainly have mentioned in par- 


* 
4 4 
” 
| ! . * @ — — - go - , - 
— — —— — — ——¼ — — 
F . „ n 
* — 4 . hoo — —_— — TT ETIERES _ a 


4g « 


_ > » 4 


2 * , 
PIs -* 2 F 


PE 
WP 


ua 
* 
-% 
> * 
- 
- 
4 
* — K 
= —- 
„ * 
8 WR 1 gow * 0 24 
. 
. # 1 
2 ” 
9 
T 2 5 
2 
* 
«2 
c . 
I 1 
z 
LI 
2 7 
1 
#* 
: 
*. 
. * 
- 
- 
= 


2 


2 PALE gx 4 x * 5 


* n * 2 L * 89 — — * 
> y " AA eb nt ob o 


as 
" . 


. tre 


mmm ſſſſſſſfſſſſfiſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſſnt 


